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I am delighted to join this panel. Between us we 
represent a sizeable part of the world’s surface area, 
highlighting the global opportunity before us.

It fosters real confidence that, together, we can build 
a truly sustainable new sector and market. 

Working together, From the ground up, Lowering 
barriers, Today.

I am Patrick Atagi, former World Secretariat Global 
Industry, USDA Director, and CEO of DA Farms. 

Today, I talk to you on behalf of the US Hemp 
industry as President of the NIHC.
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A professional organisation bringing together 
senior government advisors, agricultural 
specialists, economists and lobbyists. 

Representing and leading US hemp business
and service suppliers, from farming groups and 
banks to the legal industry.

Recognised by the US Government and directly 
supported by USDA Market Access Funding to 
open international markets.

NIHC is the voice of US Hemp.
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Initially driven by supplements and food, now moving 
into fibre and manufacturing.

Strong stimulus from government plus USDA focus 
on climate smart agriculture.

Consolidation seen in last year driving focus on 
demand plus challenges in overlap with emergent 
cannabis market - from regulatory to financial.

Regulatory frameworks being put in place to enable 
cross state trade.

And drive to harmonise standards and certification to 
ensure confidence in cross border trade.
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211,000 hectares of hemp were 
grown in the US in 2019, the latest 

year for official data. 

That is more than six times that of 
the EU.

Source:
Whitney Economics / European Commission   
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Build confidence through robust supply chain and 
professional infrastructure

Implement standardisation across the sectors 
and geographies

Educate consumers to deliver ground up demand 
for hemp related products 

Onboard ESG audiences on hemp as natural, 
sustainable performance materials

Stimulate market demand through education on 
the commercial application of hemp
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Growth Initially driven by supplements and food, 
now moving into fibre and manufacturing.

Strong stimulus from government plus USDA focus 
on climate smart agriculture.

Regulatory frameworks being put in place to enable 
cross-state trade.

Drive to harmonise standards and certification to 
ensure confidence in cross border trade.

Focus now on building broad-based demand.
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211,000 hectares of hemp were 
grown in the US in 2019, the latest 

year for official data. 

That is more than six times that of 
the EU.

Source:
Whitney Economics / European Commission   



<%+2#3%"&=3/>8+(2%"&?*1@&9#>352"&#A&01*(25%

=3&PQGR7&FGST,U&$2""2#3&N#(+.&#A&
01*(25%3&%6(25>"+>(%"&@(#/>5+8&
N*(*&*I@#(+*/&%(#>3/&+.*&N#("/,&
V.*&C32+*/&-+%+*8&8*""8&1#(*&
A##/&%3/&A2$*(&+#&N#("/&1%()*+8&
+.%3&N*&21@#(+,

01*(25%3&W%(1&H>(*%>&W*/*(%+2#3 M



HK&%"263236&#>(&%5+2#38&N*&5%3&+>($#&
5.%(6*&+.*&@(#5*88&

X
*36%6236&N2+.&C-&%3/&:>(#@*%3&5#(@#(%+*8&

%3/&1>"+23%+2#3%"8&%8&%&@(2#(2+K&
Y

8#&*%5.&>3/*(8+%3/8&.#N&.*1@&5%3 @"%K&%&
5*3+(%"&(#"*&23&8.%@236&+.*2(&A>+>(*7&+#/%K,



V.%3)&K#>,&
4%+(25)&0+%627&4(*82/*3+&%3/&9:;

<%+2#3%"&=3/>8+(2%"&?*1@&9#>352"&#A&01*(25%


